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“Material Progress” (Adorno) in music 
is a historical parameter (Lehmann, 
2010 ) 

but publishing, that is to say, how one 
makes material “public”, has become 
“pivotal in an age infused with myriad 
media technologies” (PZI). 


For some time technology has not 
allowed us to make any new sound 
material. Our positioning within cur- 
rent technologies does, however, fa- 
cilitate an ease of access to numer- 
ous methods and materials through 
which to make music and sound 
“public”. 
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The emphasis on the way the content is communicated 


-Ease of content creation 

-Expanding accessibility to 
printing materials and ways to 
publish work 

-The nonfunctional nature of 
books 
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If the focus is shifted from the content to the 
medium, then this changes the hierachy of 
the elements of the publication process. The 
print and design concept, process and dis- 
tribution all have the potential to become the 
primary focus of the creative work. 
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derived from copywriting 


"...to develop publication concepts. They mainly 
deliver the musical content that accompanies the 
visual elements.” 


adapted from creativepool.com/articles/jobdescriptions/copywriter-job-description 


“Copy-composing is the 
art and science of stra- 
tegically delivering mu- 
sical content that gets 
people to take some 
form of action.” 


adapted from www.copyblogger.com/ 
copywriting-101/ 



Baude Cordier (14 th. century) 
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forever grey 


Forever Grey is a collaboration between stenton. press and Zach Dawson. Zach Dawson was primari- 
ly responsible for the music and stenton. press for the publication’s concept and the physicality of the 
object. 

The cyclical nature of the book mirrored the process of negotiating the relationship between the mu- 
sical material and the presentation of the object. Decisions on musical structures became entangled 
with decisions on paper thickness and vice versa. Bar lengths were "copywritten" to fit into the sym- 
metrical layout of the pages. The perception of the piece visually to the audience-performer needed to 
be composed. The experience of the music over time had to be composed, edited, designed and then 
re-composed based on all of the above. 
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LONGTERM FORECAST 

Initial Publications: 

no A _ April 201 7 (NOMAD) 

no. 2 _ July 201 7 (Concept Font) 

no. 3 _ October 201 7 (Forever Grey) 

no. 4 _ January 201 8 

no. 5 _ April 201 8 

no. 6 _ July 201 8 

Scope for a longer project: 

August - December 201 9 

Write-up: 

January - June 201 9 


i 
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Appendix 


is Manifesto-Style Points 

>nal of ideas, situations or entities in life, but should, instead, seek to be- 


ie the message rather than the content, 
quaint or anti-technology. 

iparate” explanation of what the publication is or why it was made that is 
jblication. 


Research Questions: 

-What are the compositional and publishing implications of a composer-publisher prac 
tice? 

-How and to what extent can publishing and compositional processes be merged? 

-To what extent can a publication itself be a piece of musical knowledge as opposed to its 
content? 

-How can the distribution of publications and interactions with publications be com- 
posed? 


Research Aims: 

-To create a body of work substantial enough in its volume and scope to solidify the 
grounds of a compositional practice based on publication. 

-To create possible definitions fora composer-publisher practice. 

-To refine a methodology fit to fully explore the possibilities of such a practice and to fur- 
ther access its meaning in relation to the frameworks used to form the ideas. 
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book of graphic scores printed in gloss brochure 


Forever Grey (201 7) 

endless book of music for four instruments 
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